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SUSTAINABILITY

MESSAGE FROM THE DIRECTOR

Director of Thompson Building Group, Brad Thompson says “I constantly 
meet people that have a greater social consciousness and desire to impact the 
environment in a positive way but simply don’t know how to in their everyday 
life. I felt compelled to pursue my advanced diploma in sustainability and gain 
the knowledge to assist our customers to further understand the concepts of 
sustainability and how to implement them into real world applications.” 

The Melaleuca design displayed in Peregian Springs on the Sunshine Coast is a great 
example of this, receiving an amazing BERS 10 star energy efficiency rating. The home 
uses significantly less energy than a traditional standard-built home. The Melaleuca will offer 
an estimated 50% decrease on overall energy costs, achieved through innovative design 
and the use of carefully selected sustainable products. With the expected price increases in 
the cost of electricity in the imminent future, the only affordable option for people wanting to 
build a new home will be to live in an energy efficient home like the Melaleuca.

Adapted from “Healthy City Model” from Trevor Hancock 
Health Promotion International.

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT

SUSTAINABILITY

ECONOMY

Equity

Liveability

Viability

“Sustainable development is development that meets the needs of the present 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.”

Brundtland, International Institute for Sustainable Development.

HOW WE ACHIEVE SUSTAINABILITY
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WHY BUILD A SUSTAINABLE HOME

WHY BUILD A SUSTAINABLE HOME

IN A TIME OF GREATER SOCIAL CONSCIOUSNESS WE ARE EACH 
BEGINNING TO ACCEPT OUR INDIVIDUAL ROLE IN PROTECTING OUR 
ENVIRONMENT. 

Our homes are 
uniquely energy 
efficient by design. 
This is what sets us 
apart from other 
builders.

Only one builder creates sophisticated designer homes that offer you a truly superior level of 
energy efficiency and only one builder backs this new generation of technology with more 
than 50 years of construction experience.

Thompson Sustainable Homes leads the industry in stylish, energy efficient residences that 
address social, economic and environmental sustainability. 

SAVE MONEY

With skyrocketing prices in utility costs, can you afford not to build a Thompson Sustainable 
Home?

Currently all homes require a minimum 6 star energy rating, but with a Thompson 
Sustainable Home you can achieve a 10+ star rating. The direct benefit to you, the home 
owner, is a saving in the cost of services and utilities of up to 50%.

Thompson Sustainable Homes weaves elements of sustainable and energy efficient design 
into every aspect of our homes. This enables us to deliver a product to the market that is 
now comparable in price to a traditionally built home. 

Thompson Sustainable Homes converts ideals into practical every day solutions that are not 
only affordable, but also deliver tangible and immediate results.

MAKE MONEY

Your home’s energy efficiency is becoming an integral component in its ability to grow 
capital. Already new laws are in development to ensure all homes undergo an efficiency 
assessment before purchase.

A Thompson Sustainable Home will position you to benefit financially now and in the future.
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ENERGY EFFICIENT
HOMES THAT DON’T COST YOU OR THE EARTH.

MOST BUILDERS WILL SIMPLY INSTALL ENERGY EFFICIENT 
ADD-ONS, THAT CAN PUSH PRICES UP TO 20% HIGHER THAN A 
STANDARD HOME.

VALUE FOR MONEY

If you could build a stylish 
home that suits your lifestyle, 
is uniquely energy efficient by 
design and will save you money 
now and make you money in the 
future, why wouldn’t you?

Thompson Sustainable Homes is different. At Thompson Sustainable Homes, we focus 
solely on building stylish, affordable, energy-efficient homes. We consider every aspect of 
your new home from orientation to inclusions, all without the expected expense you might 
expect from other builders.

From a large family home to a retirement haven or first home buyer’s dream, a Thompson 
Sustainable Home offers excellent value for money and incredible savings in the future. 
As conventional energy becomes more expensive and the demand for green features 
in housing and commercial building increases, the cost differential between green and 
conventional development may become negligible. A study by the Australian Greenhouse 
Office and CSIRO already estimates the cost differential in Queensland to be as little as two 
per cent.
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FUTURE PROOF YOUR ASSET

BUILDING A HOME THAT IS ENERGY EFFICIENT BY DESIGN NOT 
ONLY SAVES YOU MONEY OVER THE LIFECYCLE OF THE HOME BUT 
YOU ARE ALSO FUTURE-PROOFING YOUR ASSET AND INVESTMENT 
FROM BUILDING OBSOLESCENCE. 

Green building 
practices actually 
increase property 
values.

The CSIRO predicts 
that by 2050, 
around 30% of 
Australia’s energy 
supply will come 
from solar power.

Your home’s energy efficiency is becoming an integral component in its ability to grow capital. 
Already new laws are in development to ensure all homes undergo an efficiency assessment 
before purchase. By building a home with Thompson Sustainable Homes beyond current 
regulations, you will avoid any expensive retrofitting costs in the future. Stay ahead of the 
curve by building with a higher rating now without necessarily spending a lot of money.

CUT YOUR UTILITY COSTS IN HALF

IN TRADITIONAL HOMES, THE BIGGEST ENERGY COSTS ARE 
ASSOCIATED WITH WATER HEATING AND SPACE COOLING AND 
HEATING

In designing a Thompson Sustainable Home, the focus has been concentrated around 
reducing energy consumption. A traditional 5 star energy rated home uses in excess of 55MJ/
sqm of power. The Thompson 10 star BERS energy rated home uses just 20.4MJ/sqm. 

Even more savings can be realised when the home is combined with the use of the electricity 
key tag. This cuts all electricity to the house when not required (with the exception of required 
appliances ie. your fridge). This can have the effect of halving your yearly electricity bill.

ENERGY USE IN THE AVERAGE AUSTRALIAN HOME

Standby energy use4%

Refridgeration9%

Other electrical appliances12%

Lighting5%

Space heating/cooling39%

Water heating27%

Cooking4%
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COMING HOME TO A NEW LIFESTYLE VISION

THOMPSON SUSTAINABLE HOMES CONTINUES TO PROVE THAT 
REAPING THE BENEFITS OF ELITE ENVIRONMENTAL PERFOMANCE 
DOES NOT MEAN COMPROMISING YOUR DESIGN VISION

Unique lifestyle design. 
No compromise.

Intelligent design is defined by uniqueness and livability. Thompson Sustainable Homes has 
a team of experienced award winning building designers with a profound respect for the 
relationship between environmentally aware, sophisticated design and living the lifestyle 
you’ve always desired. Meticulous attention to detail and an unparalleled commitment to 
quality ensure your design division is executed with authentic luxury.

INDOOR AIR QUALITY IS OF GREAT IMPORTANCE TO YOUR LONG 
TERM HEALTH AS EXPOSURE TO INDOOR POLLUTANTS CAN POSE 
SIGNIFICANT HEALTH RISKS. 

Common health problems that result from exposure to poor indoor air quality include 
sensory and skin irritation; neuro-toxic symptoms; hypersensitivity and odour and taste 
symptoms. By replacing high volatile organic compound (VOC) products, such as those 
found in paint finishes, laminates, composite woods, carpet, adhesives and sealants with 
low VOC product off-gassing, Thompson Sustainable Homes ensure a commitment to you 
and your family’s health. 

Poor air quality in a home is usually the result of a combination of factors including 
inadequate ventilation, biological contaminants and ineffective heating and air-conditioning 
systems. Our homes are engineered to maximise your health and well-being through 
intelligent design and careful selection and application of specialist products and finishes 
throughout the home.
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SUSTAINABLE DESIGN UNITES THE BEAUTY OF FORM, THE PRACTICALITY 
OF FUNCTION AND THE RESPONSIBILITY OF COEXISTENCE. 

In its every component a Thompson Sustainable Home exceeds Australian standards of energy 
efficiency, creating a luxury, lifestyle-focused home that offers all the savings and health benefits  
of sustainable living. Thompson Sustainable Homes defines a new benchmark with intelligent,  
eco-friendly design. 

Our team of sustainability and energy efficiency experts are continually seeking new, innovative 
products and methods of construction that contribute to the sustainability of our new homes. 
Below are some of the products that we are currently making available to our customers.

TEMPERATURE
Intelligent orientation and 
treatments minimise heat 
absorption for cooler living in 
summer and warmer living in 
winter.

≥	Rooms within the home are 
carefully located for both 
liveability and orientated to limit 
heat absorption.

≥	Superior insulation lines the 
roof and wall, reducing heat 
transfer by up to 70%.

≥	Exterior is painted in light 
designer colours to minimise 
heat absorption.

FRESH AIR AND  
NATURAL LIGHT
Intelligent design naturally lights 
your home while cross ventilation 
offers energy efficient comfort.

≥	Glazing is limited to all sides, 
except the north to allow cross 
ventilation and natural lighting.

≥	Open plan design allows 
daylight to reach 100% of living 
spaces.

≥	Natural, non-toxic materials 
prevent polluting interior air i.e. 
zero formaldehyde in cabinetry 
and joinery products.

≥	Low VOC painting used on 
internal and external surfaces.

LOW CARBON FOOTPRINT 
CONSTRUCTION
Increase efficiency in project 
management and careful selection 
of materials dramatically reduces 
the carbon footprint left by 
building your new home.

≥	Solar PV System is a 
photovoltaic system which uses 
solar cells to convert light into 
electricity.

≥	Natural Cooling Exhaust Fan 
made by Breeze Power is an 
innovative product that draws 
cool, fresh breezes in through 
windows, while expelling hot, 
stale air through eave or gable 
vents. This system costs up to 
80% less than air conditioning 
to run.

≥	Sustainable Composite 
Decking is a product that 
looks like timber but is made 
from recycled HDPE (old milk 
bottles), rice husks and recycled 
hardwood timber to form what 
is known as a WPC (Wood 
Plastic Composite).

≥	Electricity Key Tag which when 
removed, shuts down power 
to all standby power outlets to 
precent wasted electricity. All 
necessary power outlets such 
as the fridge, remain running as 
needed.

≥ Rainwater system that is fully 
integrated with your home. 

≥ Installation of solar hot water 
system which is typically 
the second largest energy 
consumer in your home.

≥ Sensor system to control 
excess use of electricity.

≥ Green star rated tap fittings to 
minimize daily water usage.

≥ Greywater system that reuses 
household wastewater that has 
not come into contact with toilet 
waste. Greywater is used for 
garden irrigation to conserve 
water.

SUSTAINABILITY FACTS

≥	Use of products that contain 
recycled materials.

≥	Minimisation of waste and 
landfill.

≥	Use of light weight construction 
materials, minimising required 
manpower and carbon footprint.

≥	Better project management 
ensures fewer deliveries 
and associated transport 
overheads, minimising 
unnecessary fossil fuel 
consumption.

≥	Only ‘Chain of Custody’ 
certified timber used in our 
homes which means it has 
been harvested from renewable 
Australian Forests.

OPTIONAL INNOVATIVE 
PRODUCTS
≥	Earth Wool is a new, advanced 

generation of super soft and 
highly sustainable glass wool. 
It is thermally efficient and cost 
effective in saving energy and 
providing increased comfort in 
buildings.

≥	Green Concrete is made from 
crushed, recycled concrete 
for aggregate, fly ash waster 
(pozzolan) from coal mills and 
other industrial by-products. 
No toxic chemicals are used 
in its production which is 
very important as cement 
production accounts for 5% 
of the world’s greenhouse gas 
emissions.

≥	Green Plaster Board is a low 
VOC product that is made from 
naturally occurring Australian 
Gypsum and is 100% 
recyclable.

Thompson Sustainable Homes defines a new 
benchmark with intelligent, eco-friendly design. 

The 10 Star BERS energy rated display home 
at Peregian Springs is a great example of this.

Thompson 
Sustainable Homes 
defines a new 
benchmark with 
intelligent,  
eco-friendly design.
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STRATEGIC ALLIANCES

THOMPSON SUSTAINABLE HOMES ARE PROUD TO BE ASSOCIATED 
WITH THE BELOW STRATEGIC ALLIANCES. OUR GOAL IS TO ENSURE 
WE ARE DELIVERING THE VERY BEST PRODUCTS AND TECHNOLOGY 
FOR YOUR SUSTAINABLE FUTURE.

“Our Builder’s need to embrace green building… and adopt all 
principles of energy efficiency…if they want to survive in this 
industry.”
John Duncalfe, Regional Manager - Master Builders

“It is a testament to the quality of construction, and attention to 
detail that sees Brad Thompson at the helm of such a successful 
organization… the industry awards and accolades reinforce this.”
Adrian Langford, National Manager-Partnerships - HIA

“Green building practices actually increase property values.”
Dr. Craig Langston, Professor of Construction and Facilities Management - Bond University






